
Ik vind het een eer om vandaag voor U te mogen spreken. Het betekent veel voor mij om de 

mensen te herdenken die hier overleden zijn. Het spijt mij, maar mijn Nederlands is niet er 

goed, en daarom zal ik de rest van mijn toespraak in het Engels vervolgen. 

What is the definition of courage? According to the dictionary it strength in the face of pain or 

grief. Strength to do what must be done in the face of danger and tough circumstances. The 

men that died here capture that definition perfectly. I want to speak about courage because it 

is directly related to what we cherish above almost all else, our freedom. Without courage, 

without men and women willing to go through the pain and danger, there can be no freedom. 

As we've seen repeated in the history books, when left unguarded, our freedom can, will, and 

has been taken from us. However, it is the men and women, like those that died here 75 years 

ago, that have the courage, to go through the pain and suffering for our freedom, that makes 

the difference. Like many things in life, it's the small acts that makes all the difference. And 

further, it is the sum total of these acts. lt's the combination of small courageous acts, like the 

Waal River Crossing, The British in Arnhem, and the endless stories of courage from The 

Dutch Resistance. Acts from men like Lt James Martin, Lt Walter Voight, SSsg Vernon 

Kassekert, SSsg Anthony Biondo, and Pvt Ralph Bellesfield. These individual courageous 

acts are what made all the difference in the end. These acts of courage, as proven through 

conflict after conflict, are what allow us to have what we cherish the most, our freedom. 

As an aircrewman myself it is an honor to come here and commemorate our fallen, 

courageous heroes with you. I can only imagine the horror they faced the day they perished. 

But what matters, especially now, is that they did it. They had the courage, and that is why we 

have our freedom today. In honor of these brave men that died here 75 years ago, l'll share 

with you a creed from my own service but it rings through regardless. 

I am a United States Naval Aircrewman. My country has built me the finest aircraft known to 

man. They have entrusted me to use it to keep our country free. With my honor, courage, and 

commitment, my aircraft will be able to perform any task. I will always remember that I am 

part of an unbeatable team, the United States Naval Aircrew Team. Being an aircrewman is 

not an easy job. When l am cold, hot, or tired, l will not fail my crew. When flying, I will be 

ever diligent and watchful to keep my crew safe. lf we fly into battle, may the heavens watch 

over our crew and protect us from the enemy so that we may fly again. 

The men we honor today completed their task. There is no way to ever tell, but what if they 

didn't finish their task, dropping the 82nd airborne over this area in support of Operation 

Market Garden? What if they turned around? What if they lacked the courage? We can stand 

here today, as great allies and free people, and say no. They had the courage, they completed 

their task, and with this monument we will remember their sacrifice. 

Chief Warrant Officer Nick Howlett 

 


